
BUSINESS STATISTICS USING EXCEL & SPSS320

Using Excel to Carry out a Regression Analysis

There are a couple of ways in which simple regression can be done with Excel. One way is just to calculate 

the gradient of the regression line and the intercept. This is done by using two formulae: ‘Trend’ and 

‘Linest’.

‘Linest’ will give you the gradient of the regression line. Figure 10.19 shows you where to find this for-

mula and Figure 10.20 shows you the dialog box in which you have to enter your values. The weekly sales 

data goes into the ‘known y’s’ field (the dependent variable) and the number of assignments goes into the 

‘known x’s’ field (the independent variable). Click on the ‘Const’ field and read what it says (by the way, 
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